Thirty years ago curly top on sugar beets and mosaic on sugar cane threatened to wipe out these crops. Plant breeders developed varieties resistant to these virus diseases that not only restored production but increased yields and sugar content.
In more recent years Bureau workers have played leading roles in the study of plant-growth regulators.
-Besides its many contributions to fundamental science, this work led to our present widespread use of chemical weed-killers and preharvest sprays to prevent premature drop of apples and other fruits.
Another development of recent years has been induced polyploidy in plants. Interspecific and intergeneric crosses are now an accepted method of crop improvement, enabling scientists to utilize hardiness and disease resistance of many wild species.
One of the activities for which the Bureau has become known throughout the world is plant introduction. 
